[Cataractogenesis and repair processes].
The main biochemical processes involved in cataractogenesis are reviewed: nonenzymatic glycosylation of crystallins, polyol pathway, increased proteolysis, role of the free radicals, significant changes in lipid and mineral contents of the lens. Every mechanism is discussed in detail, providing the ophthalmologists with essential biochemical data, and the links between the different biochemical events are stressed out.